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Pietro Macchiarella, a gaming analyst for Parks Associates, agrees. "The rumors have been pretty
consistent at this point. I think there's definitely some truth in there."

The PlayStation Phone - also known as the "Zeus Z1" — will likely be released in early 2011, says
Halas. Photos and videos that have circulated online, the most recent purporting to show
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Game controls might intimidate your average cellphone user, but the PlayStation Phone won't be
built for them, says_Halas. The whole thrust of such a device will be to go after a part of the
cellphone market that no one is serving.

"If you look at the mobile market in the U.S., Ericsson’s business used to be much more significant
than it is now," he notes. "Now Sony Ericsson, though they do have some smartphone technology,
they are smart to understand that they are probably going to want to go for a niche market; and
bring better gaming to the mobile phone market."

On top of that, the PlayStation brand is very strong, which might be enough for some shoppers.
“There's a loyal customer base," says Macchiarella. "People who will buy it just because it's a
PlayStation."

Halas doesn't hold back when he talks about the potential effect a PlayStation Phone could have on
mobile gaming. While Apple's i0S devices (iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad) have brought gaming on
portable devices to a whole new level, Halas poihts out that those platforms are catered mainly to
casual gaming with titles like "Angry Birds."

"If you think about the vast majority of these gaming apps are made by app producers,” he says.
"These aren't even the gaming companies. We haven't even begun to leverage what's possible. This
is probably the joint venture to do it. This is something that will definitely revoiutionize the mobile-
gaming market and will create a new plateau for any true players in the industry will have to
reach."

When contacted for comment, a rep for Sony Ericsson issued this statement: "We do not have any
ipformation on any products that will be launched in the near of far future that can give assurance
that a phone with PlayStation’s technology will be released by Sony Ericsson. We have heard many
comments from different websites saying that such phone will be out in the market, but we can not
say whether this will be an actual phone or not."
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